
.Dcm' .Amre, CIctah*r22, 199S

T*day rtrf; nrfi m*h*red at a pla*e call*d .Baie Jfgo sodh cfl-qlormea b,y ab*:rfr 15 mil*ls.

The sCIr#reast*rly tades me reidarced beiilg ftnt it is spriq&tiffie h*re md ue blawirg like
&e br*aft *fhsll. 1IIs mind ft* **shrning of&* wind less nnw &at Dave has installed a

wind gemrator ffid it is ki*king arfr over l0 arys rfjuic*. lUe fin*lly do nrt have to run

&* *ngin* frr battmy rhargrqg. Affinrng Sr* *.*gine is $$$$ ifyru lnnw u,*at I m*m. We

have besn particulmly happy sin** arriviqg in N*w Caledcnia *nd in ryitt *f all Dnt'*'s

sffa,rtr ta h* mad at ttr* Frer*h, wr bnft really lik* it h*re. Th*y hffqr* mrd* ** pt***s tfuat

&ey live h alot affim The Frmch oflnlew Caled*mia tre roads rry af desceadants tf
franqparted French *riminals md French Algnriam r*firyces - a torry[ c*mhCI. H*w
Caledpnia loaks like it will be goad sailirg (iffts fades quiet dmnm). Yau will l*arn ir
fts camsd portirn *f cur lntter &at we ar* stnying rn inHorm*Et.fur a while *nd m'e wamt

yau to know that you wauld lov* it hers. Ifs like a bit CIfFrrope lo*atcd in &e $ardh

Par:ifir. The *rty is liv*ly md clenn ard &e ffrr$erffi is great. (The e*ihit w* $*w indud*d
ancimt Melmesim culhre *om Vffirrafu as well as Hew Caledcnia) Hatsls md menls *r*
at nbrxil tftres times U.S. pricer brfr sm be dane &ors csns*firdively. W* wCIuld lov* ta
havr you visit us eiftet here or in fustratia med qpriry-srunmsr. Tell u$ 1'sur &oug[ts.

Write ffi; $CIoa md tell us all aboril yfin es*ryades and wfrat ynn kids me doug. How
atraril a phata ofHristin md Jsh- It has been years since we've $cffi &em md probably

wculda't sYen recognize &m-
(cmed portioa)

Osa Buena &puted Ftji oa tts s*rsnd dav nf {}rtrhsr ?r*rmd f*r t{CIrmrsa, Nsw
Caledoniq a rroyagr of 700 miles. Wi&in 30 mimiles rf *leming &e pn$$ ffn'orlgfu tfte oriler

re*f rystem w* er*crmter*d wiads *rm ?5-30 lm*ts m*kirg frr sam* fa.qt sf;dling. I:l*bbi &".

I really dn'nt mind fte high winds ffi]ffiors - nnyernff rrnd*r 35 is CIk The nky was bri$t
and f*ahrel*ss &: ft* ficaf; trr*i'fl m*:rl*rat*. The "-r."inds *rrenffially r*r* t* gal* fi:,r** li5 40
km,t$ md stayed lhnt way until &e refi moruing" IrVe were not rcally sa,mfuable brfr u*
w*rrri*s - anly &e towels in a frrrward *upbord witfu a lenk wtr* gettifrg &*nched wilk
sempat*r. We d*rid*d to fiT t*r stap at &e sadtermost islmd *f&* H*w Hebri&s ffolry,
m islnfid nmn*d.An*ghermr Aneyth*rm is abarfr 1? miler in dir.met*r rvi& *. p*p*lati*m *rf

60S. W* arrived fuee days after our dryarhre from Fiji at dnwr, still beiqg pusherl by
high winds. We brgmr t* *rykre the ncrthwest caast afftn isl*nd, ltrs leer,crmrd side,

hapmg to find a qpot ta mchor- {ru nevsr tre a Captair Cook} We just could nCIt fiud a
plam ta get intCI sr we have to in the islnmd's wind shndow far * day resting, e*tirg,
ckmiug, doiry lam&y and o&rr thirys ftat sailffs do $fren &ey're hcve to. It wfis ffsat
lilr mnved on fcr Itlormea still riding high wirds. Several duy* later we nrriv*d at fte pil.$t$

tfoprlgfu Hew #al*dnnin's orfrr,r reef a bit rmly md had to h*ave t* for a few h*rur-q waitiqg
for &s floCId tide t* t*ln* us *noufih. 'What a beaffiiful pln*e" is +nr visual impresri#s #f
&is relfltively rmknown ffoup *f islffids. Thfi distnnc* frcm &* r*efpfrssfrg* to lrlstm*a is



nrrfr 40 miles fuau$ caral htads md interior recf ryrtenrs. 'fhr plru:e is riddled wift mll

sfl,rts sf "tlrst wodd" nar"igatir:ual fli& - buay"s, day marks, cardinal mmlxs, li#t h*us*r,

rt*.. (Tonga & fiji arc br& "man sfl tfue npr*aders" stlrle roastal rrsrk) lile pr.ssed ttrr*m$l

a cmal sev*ral miles lcng md ody a mil* wide. The flaCId tid*, flow peakiqg, inrr*asrd
fis $peed by 3 lmots. L^antratls trr wonderftll Ths IIat sea.r in &e lqgnrn ar* so plea*mt.

![/* just looked round and at earh o&er ginnir€. We fiiere tir*d hil happy after ftis
pfls$age md de*ided to posson* otr mrival iffo l{armea fifi* rnfir* day. W* frrmd a smnll

unitrabited bay aborf ?0 miles sailth afHrnmca md had a gr*at ni&t's slmp im ralm

rraters. trryhsn w* fffffie intc aur slip in Hormea fr*r* Itu'*r* 14 perplfl ffi &* d*ek t*
receive orr lims - soffiB tare had not seen sisse French Polprsia It was a sice welcom*.

Cleming Custo,ms, Tnrniffatinn, HedL Bt*., yrras vcry sflsy. Thr affirials *rme to fte boat,

ore at a time, palit* ard hmoraus - all waii painless. Ia ftm *vening we.joined sld & new

*i*nds fsr snack$ & &i*s. Walking back ta Osn Bu*nr rry* d*dd*d t* slip int* ttlun
since we rvftre hoft sagrr to see it
It was a wflrm & fut walk flu'ar$ fte patnnay tretr &* mrina tnrards tom- Everyrthirg

loakcd so Erropem except &at ore could see dtr* skimed p*oples siftiqg in *hmrys mrd*r

t'ees md ner sh*bery - Kmakas- Kmakas ue &e indigmous Melanesims *fNew
Catedonia" They re nat a part offre l{nrcsm sacial stru*tre. Th*y ffi* olt ttre *ing* amd

da nat rehns yCI'rr smile. Ilyes di'v*rt and discsefott is felt How very, vety different *am
fijil Th* Hm*kas are unhappy wi*r tfie Fren*h and &ey ftiffk we're Frensh herarss *rf *mr

ffppenrtrls*. If&*y kn*w'ff* w#rr Ameri*ars &*y w*uld like us. Mary Am*ri*ms we*r

smalt IJSA flagr s*wn tr &*ir *l*r$ring in ttr* ffrfrr.r fff*fr.s. Thi* is dofre ta prev*nt b*rftfi

damag*d. "Ihe H,makas want &eir tanr$ lra*k The Fren*li k**p *r*m in ttre t:ush as mtrch m*i

passible. The indryendencr mrvment bec*me vi*rlr*t here in X$S$. A few Knmab.+rs to*k

$omf; Frsrch hostages ard tr*ld flrem in a *ave vr&il* mnkifrg p*liti*al demmds. Hlite

Frr.nch farces stCIrmed the cave leaviug all offte l[auakas slnugfit*red hey*nrd r*t*gnitinn
#f *orn's* a lmge mrmmsnt r&'fls *re*t*rl i:{Hulfl*n1*i'r*iing tft*i**: .Fren*fu lr'ii*pr t'h#t s*fuhed

ftrir toes chargirg up fte hill. Iile contiffrrd arr walk inta &is bcarfiftl *ity, c**h r,tep

b,ringirg us firftsr int*r it* mty s ligfitr, laugfuter, and apul*Ilr*. This plnre ir r*ally gr*ntl
I#s walk*d tilr a f*w haurs tr*fa,re rcfiuaing to Sro Bu*n*r qrdt* in kvv* with l$*ume*r.

In fts rcntsr ofllbrm*a is fln *trortrous morumert dedi*nt*d ta *re funerican m*rvir*nren

rnfuc "66f*trdsd ft* frs*dnro *f}.{err Calsdoniars *sm &* Japmes*" &ring fte S**and

Wodd Ufry. Thr monument was signifi*wrt in several w$]rs. It w*s cre*ted in 1S$]! k
frCIvers a larg* md *rymsive piece ofpormd ir &e hemt rftawm- It i* sn Frsn*:h gr*und.

Wc met a Scatsmm nmmed Ron vi&o erylained to us as follows: Admiral lilalmy's

headqumtms &rmg fte wm tfr"as located her* inH*w Calcdo'nia This land wfis *n the

vp.ry *dgr* *ff.fuat t*tal nnd unr:o,nfalled *anflirt The Solomcn islaflds are jnst a stfin*s

ttrcw nn'rdr 'Ihese people fh,med a vfry "c,trang hfimd wi& fte &ausmds cfAmmicmr

servi** pe*pl* stfltisaed h*re &rin6 *rat peri**i. M*st *f nll, there w*rf six very large

hospitals &at provid*d fts first lin* sf *ar* ftr w*unded & maimsd Am*ri*an mnn Hr



tald us t&*f *rs lc**ls sffiry and still rmermber the 6r**t nrffr-ring r:fttrsss rn*fi rmd ffr*t &is
imefis persists a$ pflrt cf &eir rnsffi{}r}". Jn$t last mfl,nft anofter dornmed Amsricff.n figlt*r
pl*.** w{ts f*rmd wi*r &e pilafs remains in lh* hitls cfffr* n*r$rr*a part CIfthis istamd. .H.*m

erylain*d &*t ee finding vras a very big denl here att*nd*d wittr much pr*ss cav*rage aud

cer*rftffiry. $rmh *r*h*rtis gratitude mnd* nre fcel v*ry ga,nd mh*ril ttris pl*re ar.d th*se

p*o,pl*.

.A few day* lnter we j*rin*d wift nmtr and *ld *iends at *re Hotmrea Yacht Club for a

$nfirday ba.rt"resu*. The gr*atert gr*nt *lf r"nlising ir l*re *{iversity *fp*r:grl* l*nt w* nrsst

{hr grrup *rnsisted rf ? .A.nr*ri*ans, !1. $wius, I" Arg,*nti**, ! Hrit, I {"nnadiftn affid t Kiwi-
W* firishsd rry lds ir fr* cvenhg hffirry beea to a fr.w *af*s asd brs gefiirg bark to aur

boats.

Hmmra is lik* a smrall Hm'op*ar Santa Bar&m* - auly frc w*ter is wtrffi- It is srmetimes

re:fhrr*d t# ffl; ttr* Parirs *fLtr* $rndtr Pn*if"r*. .rtll r:;t'{k* Iadi*r firs gstfi*tus and run mmmrl

ir thfis* gr *at litrl* T-shirt &*sses. W* dis**vnr*d * womdrlful oper ait'pttbli* m*rk'et

whi*h drrily sells fr*sh fish, pro&m* and gra:slries. II**h rtl*y rnr* tr*rv* fuie*fl a different kfud

*lffish wift a mm:relaus salad md French wiae. Th* sffrcts ar* pavrd md *leam and lin*d
wittr hnwy shcps md barfriqne$ with all &e latest gndgrk ans! fr*;ltirx.i, *lh,*it * hit pri**y.
.P*ery*vfr*re ar* *af*s r+'i& tables arildssrs u&ere peaple sit and *hat rippiag *Hpr*$$fi trt'

eiffkiqg besr. Gsumet restaurffits ffrf; ffffiErous md lte ice crem is fantastic.

lVe have oonr decided that we nrill stay inNew Cal*dcria for hrrricare seasffL ]ol*w

f,aledffiia lies midrnay between fui ffid Arrcknlia md is fuly wrique amd n tat*l srnpri*e.

Its wea&er is less bst ffid l*ss hrnid ftm &e rest CIffte Sorft Farifir md we find it quit*

re&eshi4g. Ils v*getation is more sr&fo,pical *vi& h*ttr ****m* p*lxn* an*{ hamamfl.s ifis rrnrll

as wiqpy firs md Brcaly'ptm-like tees. Al&augfu ttre cormhy itself is qmit* lmg* ik *rv*rall

p*pulnti*xr i* tiny wiftr a total irhabitmry afmagh* 1S0,0{}{} gr**grl* tralf *f 'm*xm resid*l in
&e rrtrm *entsr cf N*nrnnea Ifs m imteresting mix - atrolil *2!/" llrfelanesiam, 3?"4

fur*p*ar, tt i& ssrfl*' lVallisiinl, Frlyn**iarq .fndrxrarsinr.t, Vi*:fn,tme**, artd a fhw.' Lkai.

New Caledcnia is slso differed geologrcalty ir &d it has m abuadmce afmiffirnl
r*f,ortr**$ rarmy ofwtich m* mined includimg ni'ckel, *hr*me, ir*fi, *obalt, rsfltrrgfrflf;, r,
m*mffi'y, l*nd, grld, *ilv*n', and *v*njad*. h additi*n **ff*e is a rnain *fitrsn*r*ial *rryr.

5o wr me happy t* b* bark im n land sf *ivilifrntirn and goad tastiag **ffes.
'lherf is a h'md rf,'w haularf fhrility ard larg term starqge frat r4ren* ttis w*ek and seems

very w*ll *anstru*ted wift excellent pre*arilioms f*n hmrirane saf*ty and se*mity" tU*r hiav*

srhe&ded ils* Bu*no t*r haul *rfr rm Nov*mber 4ttr an*{ will st*y on &* h*rrl umtil the *nd

of&e *:ydrm $f&$nn rnfrich ir April. X[risff &is time prri*d u,* plmr tc finnlly *l* arxr

hcftom p*intrsff, sto,p up offi' lenks, and ds all ths r)&fir buat pr*jmts &at ilr*i lllmnrr

reeds. We also plar to fly ta .Hsw Hshrides (Vsmuafu berng its new mame) 'Isr f*nm'weeks

stfirtrag l{CIvrmbw ?ft (an rmly f ip treirs n**rs$ffry t*r cdeud our visa her*}. I;*ter *fi w{i
want tc rent a 4WD vshid* and drr $ffne r*al *ryrlcrirg of&is *mnfry *s well *s tIy t*



H*w f*aled far six rirrdrs of inld kavel md carying in Feeruary md Mrch- Our

ad&ess fsr &* ffir* six msds will bs:

Dnvid &RobertaHEfrrE
Yatrht Ssa Bustro

c/o Amsricm Frryress

B.P.5S

I{oume4 Henr Caledania

CoffiIeicdioms cam be faxsd to ft* local Am,eriffin E;ryress d tS8?)27-26-36, We will
rterk &e office wcrkly wtrer we ffi* in tawn. Horr pleas* sit dornm md write u$ a lomg

IffiitgrcgEfucirtOffi

D* &&au


